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County Commissioner’s Message 
 
Dare I mention it?... Join Us (or as I like to call it "The Missed 
Opportunity List").  Every potential volunteer or parent of a 
potential member, who takes the trouble to complete the 
online enquiry form (or calls the freephone number), really 
does want to come and join our fantastic club! 
It could be a Missed Opportunity if the reply to a potential 
volunteer's enquiry is delayed; they might think that their help 
isn't wanted or needed, and go elsewhere to volunteer.  We 
could be missing out on that extra pair of hands we so       
desperately need. 
For a girl whose enquiry is sat unanswered in Join Us, this 
could also be a Missed Opportunity; she is missing out on all 
the fabulous activities we offer in our units each and every 
week. 
It is the responsibility of us all to manage Join Us enquiries in 
a timely, professional manner.  To welcome new volunteers 
and girls with open arms, show them our passion and         
enthusiasm for Girlguiding, and place them quickly with an 
appropriate unit so they can have the same fabulous           
experiences we do. 

See inside this issue of Guiding Gossip for our Join Us Top Tips. 

Lynne Scales 

We are delighted that 

the Chief Guide, Gill 

Slocombe will be   

visiting the 

Bridgewater Hall on 

Sunday 18th May 2014 

to celebrate the Big 

Brownie Birthday at 

our Musical Extravaganza. Make sure you encourage 

your Brownies to say hello to our very important 

guiding celebrity! 

 

The BUPA Manchester Run will be taking place in the 

city during the morning of our event. Check out the 

Events section of our website to find out more about 

the road closures and how this may affect your travel 

plans to the event.  

Planning to travel to the 

Bridgewater Hall on the tram? 

There are group booking discounts 

available from Metro Link. You will 

need to book 7 days in advance of 

your journey and can pay by card 

or cheque to receive a 10%  

discount for groups of 10 or more. 

Contact Metro Link Customer 

Service directly on 0161 205 2000. 

My name is Leanne Chorlton and I have been involved in guiding since I was a Brownie aged 7, and now 
I am a Guide Leader and Brownie Assistant Leader in Woodfield District, Rochdale East Division. As part 
of my new role in County, I plan to raise the positive profile of Girlguiding Lancashire South East by 

liaising with the local press to ensure regular articles are published. 

I feel that in the past Girlguiding has not always 'shouted out' about all the great things that we do for 
girls and young women, and wonder whether this has impacted on how we are perceived by the public 
- I do however think this has changed in the years since the Centenary. I hope that through this role, I can help you tell 

the world about the amazing opportunities you give to girls, and the fantastic achievements of your girls and leaders! 

Please let me know if you have any stories - be it community action projects, Long Service and other awards, fundraising 
events, or international trips. Don't forget to take a great photograph to accompany the article - plenty of smiley faces, 
and action shots! I can help you write the article, and where possible I can visit your unit/event to cover the story and 

take photos. 

It is best to contact me via email; leanne_chorlton@hotmail.co.uk. Tell the world what guiding is doing in your area! 

Focus On… Leanne Chorlton, PR and Public Affairs Adviser    



County News & Updates  
 All regular volunteers and girls 

who attend unit meetings should be     

recorded on Go!.  Cross-check what 

is recorded on Go! with the number 

of bodies you see when you do your unit visits. 

 Aim to visit your units at least once a term. 

 Unit Leaders should always let you know if they 

are taking their girls out of the unit meeting place. 

 Leaders should keep their guiding knowledge up to 

date by attending trainings, reading eNews, Guiding Gossip and Girlguiding 

websites. 

 Leaders should also attend your District Meetings so they can take part in 

discussions which affect guiding locally, and hear firsthand about          

upcoming trainings and events.  You can view the up-to-date County       

Calendar in Dropbox. 

Commissioners'  
Cube 

Join Us Top Tips 
 Make sure you have the best person from your unit team as the Unit 'Main Contact' on Go! - someone who is comfort-

able using a computer and regularly checks their emails, so enquiries can be picked up as soon as they are Assigned. 

 If you do not have space in your unit to take a girl who is old enough to join, contact her parents and see if there is 

an alternative unit she would like to attend. 

 If a girl is not yet old enough to join, tell her parents that you will add her name to your Waiting to Join List. 

 Use the Comments Tab on Join Us to add a meaningful comment about any action you have taken. 

 If you need help in using Join Us, please contact our County Join Us Coordinator, Ellen Hendry -                           

ellen.hendry@anchor.org.uk     

Flexible Guiding 
 

Have you ever thought … if only I had more time to complete an activity with the girls? If only I had time to get the 
paints out and let them make a mess? Do you find your meeting night is one big rush that’s stressful when you have had a 
hard day at work?  
 
Have you thought about being flexible with your guiding?  Maybe you don’t have to meet weekly for an hour and a half. 
 
Gillian Taylor, Brownie Leader at St Thomas, Newhey felt the same with both work and home commitments so  
decided a few years ago to have a full meeting day at weekend in return for a couple of evening meetings off.  
 
Gillian said “our Brownie Unit meets on the same evening in between Rainbows and Guides which is great for  
transition but does not allow for any set up or clearing time. This means that the time we had to deliver an activity was 
no more than an hour. I was finding it really difficult to fit in more in-depth activities and to have the time to explain 
properly any instructions in the time slot that we have, especially with 28 girls.  It meant that I was doing more        
preparation at home, for example, pre-cutting templates or pre-painting craft when this is something the Brownies are 
capable of doing themselves with more time.  
 
We have found that if we meet for a full day or even half a day we can complete interest badges in one session and    
deliver a range of activities that take longer than an hour or so to complete. The meetings are more relaxed and it     
enables us to spend quality time with the girls  
 
Parents have commented too that with so many activities during the week it’s nice to have a couple of extra nights off 
and we still only charge the same amount in subs. 
 
An example of some of the longer meetings we have held have included: a Seasons Theme Day, A Bus ride into town to 
the Fire Station and Swimming Baths to complete both interest badges, a Summer Brownie Butterfly Afternoon and this 
year we finish early for Christmas with an Environmental Christmas Activity Day.        

Spring Funding Tip 
 
Looking for an easy way to raise cash 
for your Girlguiding Unit and help the 
environment at the same time?  Then 
look no further! Guides Recycle will 
give you cash for recycling 
your unopened and unused 
original printer cartridges, mobile 
phones, digital cameras, hand held 
game consoles, satellite navigation 
systems, iPods, tablets, laptops and 
more! 
Guides Recycling Appeal is an part-
nership initiative of Rethink Europe 
Ltd with Girlguiding. Since it started 
the recycling programmes in 1999 it 
has diverted over 2 million kilograms 
of mobile phones and  printer 
cartridges from landfill. And best of 
all – it’s completely free. 
 
Register at http:/www.guides 
recyle.com/ 
Janet Taylor  County Grants Adviser 



Congratulations! 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

Saturday 10th May - Mentor signing Drop In - 

Rochdale Fire Station—10am to 11.30am 

Saturday 10th May - First Response Full day 

training—Rochdale Fire Station—10am to 4pm 

Saturday 10th May - Going Away With... 

Training day - Springfield Activity Centre 

Wednesday 14th May - Introduction to      

Girlguiding—venue tbc—7.30pm 

Wednesday 18th June  - Understanding your Programme    

training - venue tbc 

Friday 20th June - Mentor signing Drop In — Clayton Green 

Brewers Fayre (next to B&Q) Oldham 7.30 to 9pm 

 

Full details can be found on the Training tab on our website: 

www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

Your Stories from around the County  
Oldham West Division Celebrate at their ACE Event!  

The Girlguiding community of Oldham West recently got   

together to celebrate their achievements at their ACE 

event! They had a Big Brownie Birthday theme, with    

yellow cupcakes and a Rosebud Promise Badge for all   

attendees. The event was capped off by an inspirational 

Queens Guide presentation. Well done to all! 

Girls from 26th Rochdale 

Brownies in Milnrow have 

raised a whopping £120 for 

the British Heart        

Foundation by completing 

a sponsored skipping 

event! During one of their 

weekly meetings, the 

Brownies took part in a    

variety of skipping rope 

activities including team 

relays, skipping obstacle 

courses, skipping skills 

challenges, and long rope 

skipping. Blossom, one of 

the younger Brownies, said 

“It was great fun… My   

favourite bit was the    

obstacle course and it’s 

great that we’ve raised 

lots of money for a charity 

too”. 

Jessie Kilcourse of St Margaret's Brownies, Heywood, 
is celebrating after receiving her unit’s Brownie of 
the Year Trophy for the second year running!  
 

Tawny Owl Alyson 
said “Jessie is an   
excellent brownie,     
always tries her best 
and is a always ready 
to help the younger 
brownies" 
 

Well done Jessie! 

Well done to St 
Margaret’s Guide 
Unit, Heywood, for 
winning the  
President’s Trophy!  
 
The trophy is  
presented each year 
by the Division  
President, to the 
Unit who’ve had the 
most varied, diverse 
and fun programme.  
The girls certainly 
look pleased in this 
photograph! 

Earlier this year, the  
annual World Thinking 
Day event service took 
place in Oldham… and 
Brownies took a  starring 
role. Here you see Erin 
Barnes, Rosa Brierley and 
Sophie McCormack from 
2nd Oldham Brownies  
speaking about the Big 
Brownie Birthday.  

Young Leaders 
Danielle Clare 
Jessica Laskey 

Maleehah Choudry 
Ailisha Rylands 
Maisie Logan 

Isabel Stockton 

Leadership 
Megan Lee 

Deborah Guilbert 
Joanne Holmes 

Hayley Stevenson 
Charlotte Davies 
Emily Chapman 

Jess Hallet 
Eleanor Prince 

We’re really impressed 
with all of the recent 

crafts you’ve been      
creating 

B-P Awards 
Ailisha Rylands 
Julia Ramsdale 

Sue Eachus 
Carrie Boyce 

Makelia Walton 
Julie Herd 

Nicky Reader 
Kate Alderson 

Sian Jayasekera 
Marie Wood 

Leanne Standring 
Sarah Fletcher 
Helen Jones 

Amanda Hilton 
Susan Wint 

Helen Barrance 
Michelle Newell 



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy and 
they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  

Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor (preferably via email) by 22nd August 2014 
All correspondence should be addressed to:  Sarah Ashton sarahashton@hotmail.com      

Brownies Stay Away on a Disney Adventure 

A group of 57 brownies, young leaders and leaders 

from Rochdale East travelled by coach to            

Paris where they visited Disneyland as part of their 

Big Brownie Birthday celebrations! They spent three 

nights at the Davy Crocket Ranch and two full days 

exploring the Disneyland resort. Everyone had a 

great time. One of the Brownies, Claire, proclaimed 

“I have been on lots of trips and holidays with 

Brownies but this was the best one!” The Brownies 

and Leaders worked extremely hard to raise       

money towards to the cost of the trip, doing       

everything from holding a clothing collection to bag 

packing at Marks and Spencer in Rochdale.         
Leader, Michelle Newell, said everyone had a 

“superb time celebrating their Big Brownie Birthday”  

Guides take Action for Local Nature Reserve 
 

32nd Rochdale Guides have been working alongside Healey 

Dell Countryside Rangers on an environmental project 

that will help conserve local wildlife as part of their   

Baden-Powell Challenge. They volunteered to help cut 

back the Ash re-growth using loppers and saws, and use it 

to create a habitat spiral – a large structure where      

insects and small mammals can shelter. Healey Dell  

Ranger Richard Whittle said: ‘Healey Dell is maintained 

by a team of countryside rangers and volunteers – it’s 

great that young people from the area are choosing to 

get involved too. The Guides have worked really hard, 

and should be proud of their efforts in helping the     

community.’ Guide Hollie, said “It was fun today, I learnt 

how to build a habitat spiral, and chop a tree down! I got 

very muddy but it was worth it, because we’re making a 

difference. I would definitely do it again!” 

Members of 1st Heywood Brownies, and St Luke’s 

Cubs, held a joint event based on the popular TV 

programme Take Me Out to celebrate Valentine’s 

Day!  

The Cubs came out to music of their choice, and told 

the Brownies a little about themselves… before 

showcasing one of their talents! The Brownies used 

their ‘lights on/lights off’ cards to show whether 

they would like to decorate a heart-shaped biscuit 

and a drink with the Cubs. The roles were also      

reversed, with some of 

the girls climbing into the 

hot-seat and introducing 

themselves to the Cubs.  

One lucky Brownie, Lucy, 

was given a rose by Rhys. 

Lucy said: “Take Me Out 

night was super amazing.” 

 Read all about it! 
Queen’s Guides are  

featured in the Oldham  
Evening Chronicle! 

 
Katie Robinson and  
Rebecca Harnett have 
recently achieved their 
Queen’s Guide Awards… 
and told the Oldham 
Chronicle all about it! 
 
 Katie, from Royton, 

spoke about her project; in addition to 12 months of dance 
teaching, she undertook a research project looking at the 
portrayal of physical education in school  
curriculums and helped to organise an Olympic event at a 
local primary school.  This makes her the second Queen’s 
Guide in her family after her mum, Nicola, achieved it 
more than 20 years ago! 
 
Rebecca planned a historical research project in North 
Wales, dedicating 60 hours to guiding and helping plan 
events for a brownie group holiday.  

 
Well done to our Queen’s Guides! 


