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County Commissioner’s Message 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you have enjoyed a restful Christmas break and are raring to go with your Unit  
programme in 2015. 
The County Team has been working hard at work arranging leader trainings so we have a packed schedule this 
year, ranging from ‘An Introduction to Girlguiding’ (for new leaders) to an option of two dates for Leaders’ 
Day (for all leaders to keep their knowledge up-to-date, as well as pick up new programme ideas). We’ll also 
be providing trainings on Fire Lighting and Accounts. Check the website for full details and information on 
how to apply. 
From 1 January 2015 it is mandatory for at least one member of your leadership team to hold a valid First Aid 
Qualification. With this in mind, the Adult Support Team have planned 3 Full Day and 4 Refresher First  
Response courses – again, details are on our website. You can check your Go! Record to see when your  
qualification expires so that you can plan ahead. 
Back by popular demand is our County Weekend! We will be running a weekend in both 2015 and 2016 which 
will be open to all members aged 16+. More details will be communicated in eNews, so keep your eyes 
peeled. 
As always, if there is anything I can do to help, please get in touch –  

countycommissioner@girlguidinglancsse.org.uk                                                      Lynne Scales 

 

My name is Michelle Wood and I have joined the County Team as the Chair of Guiding Development.  I have 
been a member of Lancashire South East County since I myade my Promise as a Rainbow in 1991. I am 
currently a unit leader at 32nd Rochdale Brownies.  I have also had a role as County International Adviser and 
Woodfield District Commissioner and have loved every minute of my guiding career so far.  Three of my main 
highlights include being a volunteer at Our Cabana in Mexico, visiting Sangam in India and receiving my 
Queen’s Guide Award. 
The main focus of the Guiding Development team in Lancashire South East is to provide exciting and           
adventurous activities and events for girls and their leaders across the county.  As a team, we also offer    
support and training for leaders.  We also work closely with the Adult Support team to develop a range of 
high quality training for leaders. 
The Guiding Development team currently has a few vacant positions and we are looking for leaders from 
across the county, who have a variety of skills, to help fill these roles.  These vacancies include a Senior    
Section Adviser, BP Coordinator, DofE Coordinator, Rainbow and Brownie Section    
Advisers and Guiding Development Advisers for the following Divisions - Bury North, 
Oldham East, Oldham West and Rochdale West.  If you are keen and enthusiastic and 
think you could share your expertise on the Guiding Development team, please get in 
touch. 
Looking forward to meeting you all and working with you in the next couple of years. 
Michelle Wood michelle.wood25@outlook.com  

Focus On... Michelle Wood, County Chair of Guiding Development 

mailto:michelle.wood25@outlook.com


County News & Updates  

Dates for your diary 

21st Jan - Leaders' Q&A Drop In and Introduction to 
Guiding. From 7.30, Groundwork (Oldham). This is  
repeated on 2nd March if you can’t make this date! 
31st Jan - Year End Accounts and Annual Report due in 
to your Commissioner 
4th Feb – Girls Matter. From 7.30, Groundwork (Oldham) 
11th Feb – Understanding your Programme training. From 7.30, 
Groundwork (Oldham). This is repeated on 23rd March if you can’t 
make this date! 
11th Feb - First Response Refresher. From 7pm, Springfield (Rochdale) 

For more information and to make a booking, go to 
www.girlguidinglancsse.org.uk 

Leadership Qualifications 

Holly Whyatt  42nd Oldham 
Rachel Lockwood 52nd Oldham                             
Louise Geere 4th Heywood 
Rachel Butler 7th Heywood 
Sally Naylor 42nd Oldham 
Isabel Hole 42nd Oldham 
Diane Foster 41st Rochdale 
Jessica Hallett 43rd Rochdale  
Lynne Scales 21st Rochdale  
Congratulations to all those who have completed their Leadership. 
Keep coming to the Q & A sessions for help or signing off. 

Congratulations to the following members on being presented with 
the new County Award! 

 
 Adult Award: Young Member Awards: 
 Claire Costello Angelica Noutch — Brownie 

 Emily Stott — Brownie 

 Elspeth Cunliffe — Brownie 

 Holly Whitworth — Brownie 

 Hannah Taylor—Young Leader 

Winter Funding tip  
from Janet Taylor,  

County Grants Adviser 
 

Sorting out your winter  
wardrobe? Maybe a good time to 
consider boosting funds by using - 

Cash 4 Clothing - Recycle your 
clothes and get the money. 

Bag Drop is a service that is open 
to the public where you bring 

your bags of used    clothing to a 
depot. They will give you £4.00 

for every 10kg bag (40 p per  
kilo). They take: Adults &  

children’s clothing, shoes & 
trainers, handbags and belts, 

sheets, light weight curtains and 
towels. All items must be clean, 
dry, wearable clothing and shoes 
paired. They take items in any 

size or type of bag and also now 
take books, but please inquire 

for the price.  
The nearest bag drops are -

 Paradise Mill, John Street, Bury 
BL9 0NH, 559 Market Street, 
Whitworth OL12 8QS,         

Over 50 bags and a collection can 
be arranged. 0161 764 1937 

 

Long Service Awards 
 

 30 years 40 years 

 Judith Kelly Sheila Meynell 
 Christine Fielding  Sheena Crombie 
 Sue Southward 
 Freda Fletcher 
 Barbara Newhouse 
 Kathryn Fry 
 Shirley Vickers 
 Angela McAlpine 
 Janet Cunliffe 
 Alison Toole 
 

 

2015 Subscriptions 

 CHQ levy is £11.30 

 Region levy is £5.00 

 County levy is £3.50 

 You will be notified locally about any  
 Division and District levies 
Invoices are now available to view on Go!. Please 
remember to look at your total subscription cost and    
ensure your Unit bank account contains enough 
money to pay this. Please also ensure that all new 
girls are on Go! and that all girls who have left are 
recorded as 'Inactive' - otherwise you will have to pay 
for them!  
Subs are due to be paid by 22nd February 2015. 
Let's make this the year when everyone pays on time!  



First Aid Manual Changes 
 
Don’t forget from the 1 January 2015 it is a requirement for each unit to have at least one Leader who holds 
a valid 1st Response certificate or an equivalent first aid qualification. 
This qualification needs to be recorded on Go!, to check if your first aid qualification is on your Go! record, 
log on to Go! and Update Details/Qualifications! If you hold a valid First Aid qualification and it’s not on 
Go!, please send a copy of your certificate to your Commissioner including the date achieved, type and 
number of hours e.g. 8hr (one day) or 16hr (two or more days)! 
Our next full First Response course is Saturday 21st March, watch out for further details!             

Your Stories from around the County  

34th Oldham (St 
George’s) Guides 
have had a looming       
marvellous time  
recently! They all got 
into the loom band 
craze in a big way, 
making loom band 
watches, trefoils, 
having a ‘show and 
tell’ of all their 

greatest loom band  
achievements 
amongst other 
things! 
 
← How clever! 

Rainbows go wild! 
 

The 8th Oldham Rainbows had amazing time recently at 
Chester Zoo. They got to see all of the animals before 
taking part in the lantern parade and seeing Santa. It was 
spectacular! 

We are very giddy and excited here at Gossip HQ! 

Check out our new County Gazebo! This is available for use throughout the county… so look out for it at an 
event near you soon! If you would like to use it for an event, please contact Louise Cope at 
copeys@hotmail.com  
 



This newsletter is distributed to ALL registered members aged 14+ in the County by Direct Mail. If you know of someone who does not receive a copy and 
they are a member, please ask them to check their details on Go!. Additional copies are available on request.  

Articles/items for inclusion in the next edition should be sent to the editor by Friday 3 April 2015 (preferably via email). 
All correspondence should be addressed to:  Sarah Ashton sarahashton@hotmail.com      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brownie Fundraiser Makes Good! 
 

Brownies from 40th and 46th Oldham (St Anne's) 
decided to raise some money by  

getting paid for 'doing good turns' last term. They 
used the money to buy gifts for the Children's Ward 

at the Royal Oldham  
Hospital. The gifts were blessed at Church Parade in 

December, as you see from the picture. 
Well done girls! 

60th Oldham (St Margaret's and St Chad's) Rainbows and Brownies were really busy last term! 
 
 They created a Chain of Remembrance for Remembrance 

Sunday, with a link for each name on the Hollinwood War 
Memorial. The chain was laid at the Memorial and was used 
throughout the various events at church to commemorate 

the centenary of WW1.   
 They held a  
Chocolate Tombola and 
Roll-a-10p stall at the 
Church Christmas fair. 
They raised £189.30 for 
their church.   
 They also were very crafty! They made Santa's Sleighs and Reindeer… 
and then some homemade chocolates to use as cargo! This was followed 
by handprint snowmen baubles and Christingles.   
 Finally, to cap the year off, they held a Onesie Christmas party… 
where even the Leaders came dressed for the occasion! 

 

15th & 18th Bury (St Stephen’s) Brownies hosted the St Stephen’s 
Remembrance Service on Sunday 9th November. The girls prepared 
the main body of the service which included a reading, a short  
narrative about why we have Remembrance Sunday and where the 
poppy came from and then the girls distributed Poppies they had 
made in the meeting to everyone in the congregation who had to then 
come to the front and lay their individual poppy on our one big 
poppy. This was to symbolise us as a community in peace and 
remembrance together of those who have served for the country. The 
Brownies had a great time preparing the service and the congregation 
enjoyed the ceremony greatly.  

Christ Church and St Saviour’s Brownies and Guides, in Chadderton South, took part in poppy-themed crafts 
to commemorate Remembrance Day. The Guides made ‘Flanders field’ and 100 poppies, one for each year 
since World War One began. This was used at Remembrance Sunday Parade, where the poppies were 
brought forward and planted by members of the congregation. Guide 
Leader Pauline Dalton describes this as ‘very moving’.  

The Brownies were not to be outdone and made wreaths showing the insignia 
of local regiments. Both groups also iced cupcakes with poppies.  


